REPORT

PATNA SATYAGARAHA




After the shocking and unexpected announcement of the Divisional Commissioner of Patna
Kumar Ravi said that Street Vendors will not be able to do their vending activities for almost
10 hours a day on Bailey Road, Nehru Path, Boring Road, and other places. The news came
as a shock as it was affecting the livelihood of Street Vendors.

The order of the Divisional Commissioner is none less than any other order under the British
Raj, it reflects the same level of atrocity, exploitation, and superiority against the mango

people.

NASVI took immediate action on it and wrote letters to many officials regarding this decision
and protested that it should be taken back, vendors should be allowed to vend and TVC
meetings should be conducted.
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According to Section 3(1) under The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation
of Street Vending) Act, 2014, 23,820 Street Vendors were Surveyed and under Section 4 (1)
they were issued Certificate of Vending in which vending area, vending type, and such
information are provided. In addition to that 16,676 Street Vendors benefit from the PM
SVANIidhi Scheme, which sanctions amounts of 10,000 to 50,000 to Street Vendors. All these
provisions mean that street vendors are acknowledged and protected and even then, an order
of such audacity was declared by officials. The question arises that if the vendors are illegal
encroachers according to the Divisional Commissioner, then why the Street vendors were
surveyed and given certificates, and secondly how they are going to pay back the loan if they

are allowed to vend for 4 hours a day?

NASVI at the initial level of Advocacy, wrote a letter to the Municipal Corporation, the
Governor, Patna Police, and other authorities when this didn’t seem to do any damp to the
government NASVI took the high road and announced the PATNA SATYAGRAHA from 23

to 25 April.

After many decades of our Freedom Struggle, the Gandhian method of Satyagraha still holds
the Charm and power to shakedown the power. On 23" April Street Vendors of Patna closed
down the market. The markets were Rajendra Nagar, Rajapurpol Sabzi Mandi, Rajabazar,
Boring Road, Ashiyan Mod, Sachivalya Road, Children Park, Kankarbagh, Patna City,
Gayaghat, Ashok Rajpah and many others were closed.

The solidarity of Street Vendors of Patna came as an answer to the system that if exploitation
is done against them, they will not hesitate to take action.

The consequence of the 3-day Satyagraha was, that Mandi was closed due to which the
commodities were not sold and almost 4 crore was lost. Naturally, the prices of fruits &




vegetables also went up which was the optimum sign of why Street Vendors are an integral
part of our economy.
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